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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A message exchange for receiving and storing spok e n 
messages and transmitting thes e messages to on e or mor e subscrib e r s , to whom th e m e Gsag e s 
ar e addr e ssed, in a public switch e d telephone n e twork, to which th e m e ssag e e xchang e is 
connected to a public switched telephone network including a plurality of subscribers, 
wh e r e in th e messag e e xchang e comprises comprising : 

an address module in ord e r configured to store a plurality of lists with subscriber 
identifications, the lists each list being assigned , in e ach ca se , to at least one subscrib e r in th e 
t e l e phon e network of the subscribers , and, in th e address module, certain subscriber 
id e ntifications in a list of a subscriber b e ing combin e d into a group wherein at least two of 
the lists include a common group identification ; 

a receiving module in ord e r configured to receive th e messag e s a spoken message 
firom one of the subscribers in the telephone network via the telephone network , the one of 
the subscribers being a transmitting subscriber, and to store th e m, in each case, together the 
spoken message with an identification of the transmitting subscriber who has plac e d th e 
m e ssag e; 

a speech recognition module , which malc e s it possible for a configured to enable the 
transmitting subscriber to det e rmin e , designate by means of spoken language[[,]] at least one 
of the other subscribers and/or groups of subscrib e rs as an addressee to whom [[a]] the 
spoken message is suppos e d to be addressed; 

a transmission module in ord e r configured to transmit stor e d messag e s, the stored 
message by means of an automatic call[[,]] to the d e termin e d subscrib e rs and/or groups of 
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GubGcribors addressee, and to inquiry if a reply is to be sent from the addressee to the 
transmitting subscriber ; and 

a reply module for rocoiving and storing repli e s of a configured to receive and to store 
the reply from the subscriber to whom m e ssages ar e transmitt e d addressee . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19 , 
wherein the speech recognition module mak e s it possibl e for a is configured to enable the 
transmitting subscriber to create and administer the at least one of the lists by means of 
spoken language. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19, 
wherein [[a]] each subscriber identification comprises th e includes a name of the resp e ctive 
Gubscribor one of the subscribers . 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19 , 
wherein [[a]] each subscriber identification compris e s th e includes a call number of the 
r e spectiv e subscriber one of the subscribers . 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19, 
wherein certain at least one of the subscriber identifications are is stored as a voice signals 
signal. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19 , 
wherein the m e ssage e xchange comprises flirther comprising: 

at least one tariff table, which malces it possiblo for wherein the transmission module 
refers to the at least one tariff table to transmit c e rtain messages at times having economical 
tariffs. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19, 
wh e r e in th e m e ssag e e xchang e compris e s fiirther comprising: 
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a table with statistical information on the traffic load in the telephone network, which 
mak e s it possibl e for wherein the transmission module refers to the table to transmit c e rtain 
messages at times of low traffic load. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 3^ 19, 
wherein the reply module is configured to receive a reply from the addressee, and to store 
and transmit[[,]] the reply to th e addr e ss e d subscrib e rs, moGsagos from a at least the 
transmitting subscriber to whom messages were sent, which moGsagos can bo address e d to a 
group of subscrib e rs . 

Claim 27 (currently amended): The message exchange according claim 27 19, 
wherein a list also at least one of the lists contains access rights. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): A method of r e ceiving and storing handling spoken 
messages , and transmitting th e s e messag e s to on e or more subscrib e rs in a public switched 
telephone network having a plurality of subscribers, the method comprising[[;]]i 

storing a plurality of lists, with subscriber identifications, in a message exchange 
connected to the telephone network, th e lists each list being assigned , in e ach cas e , to at least 
one subscrib e r in th e t e lephon e n e tw^ork of the subscribers , and c e rtain subscrib e r 
identifications in a list of a subscrib e r being combin e d in a group wherein at least two of the 
lists includes a common group identification : 

receiving[[,]] in the message exchange , m e ssages of subscrib e rs a spoken message 
from one of the subscribers in the public switched telephone network via the said public 
switched telephone network and , wherein the one of the subscribers is a transmitting 
subscriber; 

storing , in e ach case, together with the spoken message and an identification of the 
transmitting subscribe r, who has given the message, subscrib e r's address m e ssag e s to 
subscrib e rs and/or groups of subscribers by; 
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designating to the message exchange the resp e ctive subGcrib e rs or groups of 
subscribers at least one of the other subscribers as an addressee by means of spoken 
language; 

identifying[[ J] an address of the addressee by use of a speech recognition module and 
at least one of the plurality of lists , th e hst of th e r e sp e ctiv e subscrib e r, th e said subscrib e rs 
and/or groups of subscribers designat e d by the Gubscribor ; 

transmitting[[,]] by means of an automatic call with the message exchange[[,]] the 
stor e d m e ssag e s spoken message to the id e ntifi e d subscrib e rs and/or groups of subscrib e rs 
addressee : [[and]] 

inquiring the addressee to determine if a reply is to be sent to the transmitting 
subscriber; and 

receiving and storing, by means of the message exchange, replies of a the reply from 
the Gubscriber, to whom messag e s were transmitt e d addressee when the reply to be sent . 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The method according to claim ^ 28, wherein c e rtain 
at least one of the subscriber identifications are is stored as a voice signals signal . 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 34 28, wh e r e in 
further comprising: 

storing status information i s stor e d concerning the transmission of m e ssag e s to 
subscrib e rs, the spoken message to the addressee: and 

retransmitting m e ssag e s the spoken message if it is not successfully transmitted ean 
b e rep e atedly transmitt e d during a first attempt . 

Claim 31 (currently amended): The method according to claim ^ 28, whoroin further 
comprising: 

monitoring at least one tariff table is monitor e d,; and 
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transmitting c e rtain mosGagOG aro transmitted to addressed subscrib e rs the spoken 
message at an economical tariff times time based on monitoring of the at least one tariff table . 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The method according to claim 36 28, wherein further 
comprising: 

storing statistical information on a [[the]] traffic load in the telephone network is 
stored in a table[[,]]i and 

transmitting certain m e ssages are transmitt e d to th e addr e ssed subscrib e rs the spoken 
message at tim e s a time of low traffic load based on the stored statistical information . 

Claim 33 (currently amended): The method according to claim ^ 28, wh e r e in c e rtain 
m e ssages are transmitted , further comprising: 

transmitting the spoken message via the Internet. 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The method according to claim ^ 28, wh e rein 
m e ssag e s , further comprising: 

receiving the reply from [[a]] tlie subscrib e r to whom m e ssag e s w e r e s e nt, ar e 
receiv e d a s repl y addressee [[,]]: 

stor e d and transmitt e d to th e address e d subscrib e rs, which m e ssag e s can b e addr e ss e d 
to a group of subscrib e rs 

storing the reply in the message exchange; and 

transmitting the reply to at least the transmitting subscriber . 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The method according to claim ^ 28, wherein certain 
subscribers administ e r the transmitting subscriber administers at least one of the lists by 
means of spoken language. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): A computer-readable data carrie r, which contains 
comprising: 
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coded data r e pr e s e nting a computer program ., which malc e s it possibl e to control be 
executed by a processor controlling a message exchange according to claim 27 in such a way 
that it carri e s out a m e thod according to claim 36 connected to a telephone network having a 
plurality of subscribers, wherein when said computer program is executed, the message 
exchange performs steps including, 

storing a plurality of lists with subscriber identifications, each list being 
assigned to at least one of the subscribers, and at least two of the lists including a 
common group identification, 

receiving a spoken message fi-om one of the subscribers via the telephone 
network, wherein the one of the subscribers is as transmitting subscriber, 

storing the spoken message and an identification of the transmitting 
subscriber; 

storing an addressee subscriber identification associated with an addressee 
provided to the message exchange fi-om the transmitting subscriber by means of 
spoken language, wherein the addressee is another one of the subscribers or a group 
of the subscribers; 

identifying an address of the addressee based on the addressee subscriber 
identification by use of a speech recognition module and at least one of the lists; 

transmitting by means of an automatic call the spoken message to the 
addressee; 

inquiring the addressee to determine if a reply is to be sent to the transmitting 
subscriber; and 

receiving and storing the reply from the addressee when the reply is to be sent . 
Claim 37 (new): The message exchange of claim 19, wherein the addressee is a group 
of the subscribers associated with the common group identification. 
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Claim 38 (new): The method of claim 28, wherein the addressee is a group of the 
subscribers associated with the common group identification. 

Claim 39 (new): The computer-readable data carrier of claim 36, wherein when the 
addressee is a group of the subscribers, each of the lists associated with individual subscribers 
of the group includes the common group identification. 
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